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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  
IN AND FOR HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
STEPHEN MICHELINI,  
a natural person,   
        
 Plaintiff,      
        
vs.        Case No.:     
        Division:  
JOHN DINGFELDER,  
a natural person,        
        
 Defendant.      
       / 
        

COMPLAINT 
 

 Plaintiff, Stephen Michelini (“Plaintiff” or “Mr. Michelini”) hereby sues City of Tampa 

Councilman, John Dingfelder (“Councilman Dingfelder”), and alleges: 

ALLEGATIONS COMMON TO ALL COUNTS 

Parties, Jurisdiction, and Venue 

1. Mr. Michelini is an individual and resident of the City of Tampa (the “City”).  He 

is a professional consultant involved in efforts to obtain development approvals for various 

projects within the City’s jurisdictional limits, including, among other projects, a proposed multi-

family housing development located at 4465 and 4467 West Gandy Boulevard, Tampa, Florida 

and related rezoning identified by the City as REZ-21-04 (the “Project”). 

2. Councilman Dingfelder is a resident of the City of Tampa, a licensed Florida 

attorney, and a City Council Member for District Three.  

3. This Court has jurisdiction under section 26.012, Florida Statutes (2021).  

4. Venue is appropriate in this Court because the violations of the Florida Public 

Records Act asserted herein took place in Hillsborough County, Florida. 
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5. All conditions precedent to bringing this action have occurred or have been waived.   

The Public Records Request and the Illegal Act of Intimidation  

6. On August 19, 2021, a public records request (the “Public Records Request”) was 

presented to Councilman Dingfelder seeking, in relevant part, communications regarding the 

Project between: (i) employees, agents, or Council Members, of the City of Tampa and (ii) 

Councilman Dingfelder’s spouse, Mrs. Lynn Marvin Dingfelder (“Mrs. Dingfelder”).  A copy of 

the Public Records Request is attached as Exhibit A. The identity of the requestor was not 

disclosed in the Public Records Request.  

7. Mrs. Dingfelder’s email account was included in the scope of potential sources 

where Public Records Request may reside after an anonymous tip indicated that Councilman 

Dingfelder was utilizing his wife’s email account to communicate about public business, including 

the Project.  

8. The Public Records Request was made following curious behavior by Councilman 

Dingfelder in connection with the Project.  Among other things, and without limitation, 

Councilman Dingfelder provided interviews to a local media outlet regarding the Project while it 

was pending before Tampa’s City Council for approval. In these interviews, Councilman 

Dingfelder encouraged other City Council members to deny the Project.    

9. Following a September 2, 2021, City Council meeting (and while the Public 

Records Request was pending) Councilman Dingfelder confronted Mr. Michelini just outside the 

City’s Council chambers regarding the Public Records Request. This confrontation was designed 

to create in Mr. Michelini substantial fear and concern for making the Public Records Request.  

10. During that confrontation, Councilman Dingfelder questioned why Mr. Michelini 

was making a public records request for any documents contained in Mrs. Dingfelder’s email 
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account.  In connection with this confrontation, Councilman Dingfelder indicated to Mr. Michelini 

that he knew the Public Records Request was initiated by Mr. Michelini (despite Mr. Michelini 

not being identified in the Public Records Request) and that he did not appreciate that public 

records were being sought from Mrs. Dingfelder’s email account.  

11. Councilman Dingfelder went on to state that Mr. Michelini would suffer 

consequences if any further public records requests were made seeking information from Mrs. 

Dingfelder’s email account.   

12. While Councilman Dingfelder did not expressly identify the full scope of such 

threatened consequences, Mr. Michelini had the real and substantial concern that he was being 

professionally threatened and intimidated for making the Public Records Request.  

13. To prevent further illegal acts by Councilman Dingfelder, Mr. Michelini, through 

the undersigned, immediately sent correspondence to Councilman Dingfelder cautioning him 

about engaging in further acts of intimidation regarding the Public Records Request.  (Exhibit B). 

14. Councilman Dingfelder did not respond to Mr. Michelini’s September 2, 2021, 

letter; however, Councilman Dingfelder would later admit that he, did in fact, confront Mr. 

Michelini. 

The Smiley Face “  ” Emoticon 
 

15. On September 16, 2021, Councilman Dingfelder produced a scant 26 items in 

response to the Public Records Request.  

16. Upon a review of the records, it became apparent Councilman Dingfelder had failed 

and refused to fully comply with the Public Records Request.  Although the Public Records 

Request specifically requested documents and communications by and between any employee, 

agent, or Council Member of the City and Mrs. Dingfelder relating to the Project, no e-mails were 
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produced from Mrs. Dingfelder’s account.   

17. The Public Records Request was in no way limited to e-mails on a publicly held 

account. Instead, it sought any public records, wherever they may exist—on public or private 

servers or accounts.  

18. The records that were produced (all from the City’s public servers) revealed that 

Councilman Dingfelder had transmitted public records to his wife’s e-mail account with the 

“smiley face”   emoticon.  A copy of an illustrative e-mail communication is attached hereto as 

Exhibit C.  

19. Accordingly, on October 1, 2021, Mr. Michelini sent a final demand and pre-suit 

notice under Chapter 119, Florida Statutes that Councilman Dingfelder produce the requested 

documents, including any e-mails or text messages concerning City business, to or from the e-mail 

account maintained or possessed by Mrs. Dingfelder no later than October 8, 2021. A copy of the 

October 1, 2021 demand is attached hereto as Exhibit D.  

Councilman Dingfelder Admits to the Illegal Confrontation 

20. In an article that appeared on October 5, 2021, in the Tampa Bay Business Journal, 

Councilman Dingfelder confirmed his confrontation with Mr. Michelini regarding the Public 

Records Request, stating: 

I discussed the public records request, and I told Stephen [Michelini] I thought it 
was extremely rude and intrusive to include my wife or anybody’s wife in 
something like that . . . and I asked him how he would feel if somebody included 
his wife in his professional business.  
 

A copy of the article is attached hereto as Exhibit E. 

21. Councilman Dingfelder’s comments did not end with the admission about the 

confrontation with Mr. Michelini.  Councilman Dingfelder went on to state in connection with his 

search for records on his wife’s email account:  
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I went back and looked pursuant to the public records, and there were a couple 
where people were saying positive things about me, and I was sending those to her 
just because she likes to see that sort of thing.  She hears a lot of negative out there, 
and sometimes I just like to share the positive stuff with her.  
 

(Exhibit E).  Councilman Dingfelder further answered in response to media inquiry about whether 

he was forwarding public record emails so that he could respond to city business from his wife’s 

account: “absolutely not.”    

22. Rather than comply with the Public Records Request to fulfill his constitutional 

duties as an elected official, Councilman Dingfelder went on to publicly accuse Mr. Michelini of 

engaging in a “legal tactic.”  In the words of Councilman Dingfelder, “This is all about me standing 

up for the neighborhoods and the development community, including Stephen Michelini, don’t 

like it.  They’re going to use this to intimidate me, and it won’t work.”   

23. Publicly, Councilman Dingfelder was criticizing Mr. Michelini for making the 

Public Records Request and contending that no public records existed on his wife’s email account 

other than a few emails where people boosted Councilman Dingfelder’s ego.   

24. Privately, however, Councilman Dingfelder was seeking from the City of Tampa 

Attorney’s office a free legal defense for his public records violations.   

25. After learning that the City of Tampa Attorney’s office would not provide him with 

a free legal defense (i.e., at taxpayer expense) for the activities described herein, Councilman 

Dingfelder altered his prior story about how there supposedly were no public records residing on 

his wife’s email account.    

26. In a radical departure from his prior representations about the Public Records 

Request being (i) an act of intimidation by the development community; (ii) extremely rude; and 

(iii) intrusive as to his wife, Councilman Dingfelder ultimately indicated that public records might, 

in fact, exist on his wife’s email account.  
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27. Mr. Michelini would soon learn that Councilman Dingfelder is using his wife’s 

account for far more than as a repository of “thank you Mr. Dingfelder” emails from local 

constituents.     

Councilman Dingfelder is Conducting  
Public Business on his Wife’s Email Account 

28. On October 8, 2021, Councilman Dingfelder delivered a letter purporting to 

produce additional public records responsive to the Public Records Request.  (Exhibit F).  In the 

letter, Councilman Dingfelder contended that he had previously struggled to locate public records 

on his wife’s account because his use of certain search terms had failed to yield documents that 

would be responsive to the Public Records Request.    

29. As to the acts of intimidation taken against Mr. Michelini, which are described in 

more detail above, Councilman Dingfelder contended: “Public life is difficult on a spouse and 

family and my response was instinctive, but not intellectual.  For that, I do apologize.”   

30. Councilman Dingfelder, upon information and belief, was not obligated to, coerced, 

or forced to conduct public business on his Mrs. Dingfelder’s email account.  Rather, he (and his 

wife) elected to use her email account to conduct public business through their own conscious 

decision.   

31. Thus, any “life difficulty” imposed on Ms. Dingfelder were purely caused and 

created by Councilman Dingfelder.   

32. Upon a cursory review of the additional public records production, it became 

increasingly apparent that Councilman Dingfelder was not simply forwarding emails to his wife 

so that she would feel proud of her husband for making a certain group of constituents happy.   

33. Councilman Dingfelder was actively using his wife’s account to conduct public 

business!  Among other acts, he was:  
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a. Receiving public record emails on his wife’s account that were directly 
addressed to him—and not his wife.  (Exhibit G: “Hi John, Thank you for 
listening to us today, we really appreciate it.”).   
 

b. Authoring and signing public record emails on his wife’s account (Exhibit H: 
“This had nothing to do with real growth management! Trust Me! John”).  
 

34. Other public records exist on Mrs. Dingfelder’s email account that have not been 

produced.   

A Third Party has the Ability to Alter, Manipulate, or Destroy Public Records 

35. Mrs. Dingfelder—as the owner of an email account on which public records 

reside—has the ability to control and access that account, and to modify and delete public records 

on the account.   

36. Councilman Dingfelder likewise has the ability to access, modify, and delete public 

records that reside on Mrs. Dingfelder’s email account.  

37. It is difficult if not impossible to adequately protect public records on private email 

accounts, and to make sure that any such records are properly preserved and produced in response 

to public records requests.  Councilman Dingfelder’s prior statements about the lack of public 

records residing on his wife’s account when such records do, in fact, exist, causes Mr. Michelini 

the real and substantial concern that public records may be lost or deleted.   

38. Given Councilman Dingfelder’s admitted altercation with Mr. Michelini—which 

clearly infringed on Mr. Michelini’s constitutional and statutory rights to access government 

records without being questioned or criticized—coupled with Councilman Dingfelder’s continued 

refusal to comply with the Florida Constitution and Statutes and produce public records residing 

on his wife’s email account, there is a real and immediate need for relief from this Court.   

39. Councilman Dingfelder’s shifting story regarding the presence of public records on 

Mrs. Dingfelder’s email account (first, no public records exist on said account and now they do), 
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is highly disturbing, and mandates that this Court direct Councilman Dingfelder to produce any 

hard drives or other electronic devices or storage media for immediate inspection by a qualified 

forensic expert to determine the full scope of public records that exist on Mrs. Dingfelder’s email 

accounts, and to retrieve such public records. 

40. Relief is appropriate not only to compel production of the public records requested 

more than one month ago and wrongfully withheld by Councilman Dingfelder, but also to prevent 

further actions by Councilman Dingfelder that violate the constitutional right of access to public 

records.    

COUNT I 
PUBLIC RECORDS ACT VIOLATION 

(Mandamus and Injunction)  
 

41. Plaintiff incorporates the allegations of paragraphs 1 to 40 as if fully set forth 

herein.  

42. This is an action for relief under the Florida Public Records Act, Chapter 119, 

Florida Statutes. 

43. Plaintiff has made a public records request to the City, and in particular to Mr. 

Dingfelder, seeking public records within Mrs. Dingfelder’s possession as a result of his, or his 

staff’s forwarding of such records.  

44. Councilman Dingfelder has refused to comply with Plaintiff’s Public Records 

Request.  

45. Instead, Councilman Dingfelder sought to intimidate and threaten Plaintiff into 

relinquishing his rights to obtain public records.  

46. Given Councilman Dingfelder’s lack of compliance with and intimidation 

regarding the Public Records Request, it is reasonable to conclude that Councilman Dingfelder 
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will continue to make efforts to hide his communications regarding public business, including 

those communications related to public business exchanged with his wife.  

47. It is in the public interest that this Court enter an injunction requiring Councilman 

Dingfelder to produce all public records in his possession, including those disseminated to his 

wife, Mrs. Dingfelder, to promote the proper preservation of public records and to protect the 

taxpayers of the City from improper management of public documents and improper 

communications by City Council Members.  

48. Councilman Dingfelder has no discretion to refuse the production of public records, 

and should be ordered to immediately produce such records (along with a forensic examination of 

such accounts and devices that are owned by his wife, Mrs. Dingfelder).  

49. Councilman Dingfelder should also be enjoined from further utilizing his wife’s 

email account for public business.  Indeed, there is a substantial likelihood that Councilman 

Dingfelder will continue with his practice of using his wife’s email account to conduct public 

business (and, thereby, jeopardize the preservation of public records).   

50. Mr. Michelini has no adequate remedy at law because, among other reasons, the 

Public Records Act does not allow for claims for money damages to be brought by litigants like 

Mr. Michelini. For the same reason, money damages are not sufficient to compensate Plaintiffs for 

the improper conduct of Councilman Dingfelder.  

WHEREFORE, Mr. Michelini demands entry of a judgment: (a) requiring that Councilman 

Dingfelder produce all documents responsive to the Public Records Request, including those 

documents disseminated to and in the possession of his wife, Mrs. Dingfelder; (b) prohibiting 

Councilman Dingfelder from confronting, questioning, or intimidating private citizens from 

making public records requests; (c) requiring the forensic inspection of any and all hard drives, 
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storage media, or electronic devices in which Mrs. Dingfelder’s email account is accessed or 

utilized; (d) requiring Mrs. Dingfelder to provide access to her email account for a forensic 

examination; (e) enjoining Councilman Dingfelder from utilizing any third party’s email account, 

including his wife’s, to conduct public business; (f) awarding attorney’s fees and taxable costs, 

and (g) granting any other relief appropriate under the circumstances. 

Dated this 11th day of October, 2021. 

   /s/ Ethan J. Loeb   
   ETHAN J. LOEB 
   Florida Bar Number 0668338 
   EthanL@BLHTlaw.com | LoisF@BLHTlaw.com  
   JON P. TASSO 
   Florida Bar Number 120510 
   JonT@BLHTlaw.com | HeatherW@BLHTlaw.com  
   ALLISON C. DOUCETTE 
   Florida Bar Number: 0085577 
   AllisonD@BLHTlaw.com|PaulaM@BLHTlaw.com  
   BARTLETT, LOEB, HINDS & THOMPSON, P.A.  
   100 North Tampa Street, Suite 2050 
   Tampa, Florida 33602 
    (813) 223-3888; Fax: (813) 228-6422 
   Attorneys for Steve Michelini  
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P: 813-223-3888 

F: 813-228-6422 

E: EthanL@BLHTLaw.com

August 19, 2021 

VIA E-MAIL 

Martin Shelby - Martin.Shelby@tampagov.net 
City Council Public Records Liaison 
City of Tampa 
315 East Kennedy Boulevard 
Tampa, Florida 33602 

Re:  Public Records Request 

Dear Mr. Shelby: 

In accordance with Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, I hereby request that you produce 
the below identified public records of any kind1, in their native format, including all meta-
data, related to:2 

1. All documents and communications by and between any employee, agent,
or Council Member of the City of Tampa and Lynn Marvin Dingfelder
related to or regarding 4465 and 4467 West Gandy Boulevard, Tampa,
Florida, including any application to rezone the property, from January 1,
2019 to present.

2. All documents and communications by and between any employee, agent,
or Council Member of the City of Tampa and Jean Strohlmeyer related to
or regarding 4465 and 4467 West Gandy Boulevard, Tampa, Florida,

1  Pursuant to Section 119.011(1), Florida Statutes, public records means all documents, papers, letters, maps, 
books, tapes, photographs, films, sound recordings or other material, regardless of physical form or 
characteristics, made or received pursuant to law or ordinance or in connection with the transaction of official 
business by any agency. 

2  This request seeks all “public records,” including “documents” and “communications” which as used 
herein shall mean and include any statement or utterance, whether written or oral, made by one person to 
another or in the presence of another, or any document delivered or sent from one person to another, 
including, but not limited to, notes, electronic messages, e-mails including attachments, voice mail messages, 
text messages, instant/direct messaging or IM, (e.g., iMessages, Slack messages, Skype Messenger, 
FaceBook Messenger, etc.), tweets, social media posts, information stored on web pages or web servers, and 
database records. 

Exhibit A
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Page 2 
 

including any application to rezone the property, from January 1, 2019 to 
present. 
 

3. All documents and communications by and between any employee, agent, 
or Council Member of the City of Tampa and Stephanie Poyner related to 
or regarding 4465 and 4467 West Gandy Boulevard, Tampa, Florida, 
including any application to rezone the property, from January 1, 2019 to 
present. 
 

4. All documents and communications by and between any City of Tampa 
City Council Members, or any of their staff or agents, related to or regarding 
4465 and 4467 West Gandy Boulevard, Tampa, Florida, including any 
application to rezone the property, from January 1, 2019 to present. 

 
5. All documents and communications between John Dingfelder, or any of his 

staff (including Cindy Sarff), and any person related to or regarding 4465 
and 4467 West Gandy Boulevard, Tampa, Florida, including any 
application to rezone the property, from January 1, 2019 to present. 

 
6. All documents and communications between John Dingfelder, or any of his 

staff (including Cindy Sarff), and any member of the news media related to 
or regarding 4465 and 4467 West Gandy Boulevard, Tampa, Florida, 
including any application to rezone the property, from January 1, 2019 to 
present.  

 
Please provide the requested documents to my office as soon as possible.  When 

replying, please also include my partner, Allison Doucette, at allisond@blhtlaw.com, and 
paralegal, Heather Wilfong at heatherw@blhtlaw.com.  If you need to charge for copying, 
please feel free to do so and forward the invoice along with the documents. 

 
Thank you. 

 
For the Firm,  
  
BARTLETT LOEB  
HINDS & THOMPSON, P.A.  
 
 
By:   /s/ Ethan J. Loeb    
         Ethan J. Loeb 

EJL/pjm 
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P: 813-223-3888 
F: 813-228-6422 
E: EthanL@BLHTLaw.com

September 2, 2021 
VIA EMAIL 

City Council Member John Dingfelder 
315 East Kennedy Boulevard 
City Hall, Third Floor  
Tampa, Florida 33602 
John.Dingfelder@tampagov.net 

Re: Public Records Request No 2021-170 

Dear Mr. Dingfelder: 

As it appears you are aware, we have made a public records request (the “Public 
Records Request”) directed to your attention.  We understand that you have approached 
Mr. Stephen Michelini regarding the Public Records Request, asking why it is that he made 
certain records requests through our office. We are writing to remind you that such acts 
can, and will, be construed as acts of intimidation for Mr. Michelini’s (and this office’s) 
exercise of the rights that exist under the Florida Constitution, Article I, section 24, and 
Chapter 119 of the Florida Statutes.  Under the law, the purpose, intent, design, or motive 
of a requestor is irrelevant, and it is not for the government, including you, as an elected 
official, to approach someone to ask about the basis for inquiry.  Under Florida law, we are 
placing you on notice (and copying City attorneys) that such communications are 
inappropriate and contrary to the constitutional rights to open government.  Should you 
make any further comments like the ones you made to Mr. Michelini, we have been 
authorized to take appropriate action to obtain your compliance with the Public Records 
Act.  We would respectfully suggest that more appropriate use of your time is to gather the 
requested documents (in whatever form or source that they exist) and produce them 
immediately.   

To that end, we remind you about the scope of the Public Records Request.  It seeks 
public records, including documents and communications, exchanged between you and 
others at the City of Tampa and members of the public regarding 4465 and 4467 West 
Gandy Boulevard.  As you are aware, documents and communications by City employees, 
Council Members, and other public servants are subject to production as public records 
with very limited exceptions, regardless of whether they are with your family members, a 
community association, or the City’s zoning department. Your confrontation of Mr. 
Michelini for requesting communications between City employees, agents, or Council 
Members and your wife is inappropriate and reflects a misunderstanding of Florida’s public 
records laws. 

We expect your and the City’s full and complete compliance with Article I, section 
24 of the Florida Constitution and Chapter 119 of the Florida Statutes in responding to the 

Exhibit B
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John Dingfelder 

September 2, 2021 

Page 2 

Public Records Request, and demand that you cease any future efforts to dissuade Mr. 
Michelini or any other member of the public from exercising their fundamental rights as 
protected under Florida Law.  Tactics such as the ones that Mr. Michelini describes is 
antithetical to Florida’s liberal policies regarding transparency in government operations.  
Please refrain from any further such conduct and govern yourself accordingly. 

For the Firm, 
BARTLETT LOEB  
HINDS & THOMPSON, P.A. 

By:   /s/ Ethan J. Loeb 
         Ethan J. Loeb 

cc:  Martin Shelby, Esquire (Martin.Shelby@tampagov.net) 
Karencia L. Ciagala (Karen.Ciagala@tampagov.net)  

mailto:Martin.Shelby@tampagov.net
mailto:Karen.Ciagala@tampagov.net
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From:  Cynthia Sarff <Cynthia.Sarff@tampagov.net>
Sent time:  04/26/2021 10:26:57 AM
To:  lynntmd@mac.com
Subject:  FW: [EXTERNAL] Rezoning of 4465 W Gandy

😊

From: Raubi Perilli <raubi@simplystatedmedia.com> 
Sent: Monday, April 26, 2021 9:18 AM
To: John Dingfelder <John.Dingfelder@tampagov.net>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Rezoning of 4465 W Gandy

Thanks for the response John. Happy to hear that you see and understand what's going on in South Tampa and are open to
preven ng overcrowding.

Thanks!
Raubi

Raubi Marie Perilli
Founder & Content Strategist, Simply Stated Media
Managing Editor, Dive In Tampa Bay 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  T hi s  tr a n s m i s s io n  i s  int e n d e d  fo r  th e  s ol e  u s e  of  th e  in divid u a l  o r  e ntity  to  w h o m  it i s  a d d r e s s e d  a n d  m a y  c o nt a in  info r m a tio n  th a t i s  c o nfid e nti a l,  o r  oth e r w i s e  e x e m pt,  b y  l a w ,  fr o m

di s c lo s u r e  to  th e  g e n e r a l  p u bli c .  A n y  p u bli c  o r  p riv a t e  di s s e m in a tio n ,  di s trib utio n ,  c o p yin g ,  o r  t a kin g  o f  a n y  a c tio n  in  r e li a n c e  o n  th e  c o nt e nt s  o f  thi s  tr a n s m i s s io n ,  b y  s o m e o n e  oth e r  th a n  th e  int e n d e d  a d d r e s s e e

o r  it s  a uth o ri z e d  a g e nt i s  s tri ctly  p r o hibit e d .  If  y o u  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  thi s  tr a n s m i s s io n  in  e rr o r ,  pl e a s e  n otify  R a u bi  P e rilli  i m m e di a t e ly  b y  r e plyin g  to  thi s  tr a n s m i s s io n .

On Sun, Apr 18, 2021 at 11:44 AM John Dingfelder <John.Dingfelder@tampagov.net> wrote:

Dear Raubi,

Thanks for your comments.  While I cannot address any par cular pending rezoning request, I can tell you that I agree with
you and am quite concerned about the hurricane evacua on risks and daily traffic jams exacerbated by the over‐building
going on in the south Tampa peninsula.

Best regards,
John

Councilman John J. Dingfelder
Tampa City Council, District 3 At Large
Historic Old City Hall
315 E. Kennedy Boulevard, 3rd Floor
Tampa, FL  33602
813.274.8133
john.dingfelder@tampagov.net
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From: Raubi Perilli <raubi@simplystatedmedia.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 9:03 PM
To: TampaCityCouncil <TampaCityCouncil@tampagov.net>; Jane Castor <Jane.Castor@tampagov.net>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Rezoning of 4465 W Gandy
 
Hi there,
 
I'm very disappointed to learn that there is a hearing scheduled for the poten al rezoning of 4465 W Gandy.
 
I live at 4602 West Oakellar Ave, just a block west of the property.
 
I'm extremely worried about this property being turned into a mul ‐family building.
 
The roads in this area already cannot handle the traffic. I live on the corner of Trask and Oakellar which people use to avoid
the light at Gandy and Manha an. Cars fly down this street. I have seen at least one car going well over 90 MPH.
 
I work from home and sit at the end of the house near the intersec on. At least once a day, I hear horns when there is almost
an accident, and just a few weeks ago while I was in my yard, I witnessed an accident right in front of me.
 
This neighborhood has a lot of kids and families that try to walk the neighborhood. The school bus drops kids off at this
intersec on. There are barely any sidewalks ‐‐ which is fine when it is a quiet neighborhood street ‐‐ but not when you add
300 more cars a day driving through it.
 
Many people in the neighborhood feel the same about this issue, but it seems that this rezoning is con nuing to be pursued.
This rezoning will not help people that ALREADY live in this community. It will serve only a few and make things much more
difficult for the many.
 
Please let me know what else I can do to help prevent this rezoning and awful change to the neighborhood.
 
Please listen to the people who live in the area.
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Thank you,
Raubi Perilli
4602 West Oakellar Ave
724‐699‐6280
 

Raubi Marie Perilli
Founder & Content Strategist, Simply Stated Media
Managing Editor, Dive In Tampa Bay 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  T hi s  tr a n s m i s s io n  i s  int e n d e d  fo r  th e  s ol e  u s e  of  th e  in divid u a l  o r  e ntity  to  w h o m  it i s  a d d r e s s e d  a n d  m a y  c o nt a in  info r m a tio n  th a t i s  c o nfid e nti a l,  o r  oth e r w i s e  e x e m pt,  b y  l a w ,  fr o m

di s c lo s u r e  to  th e  g e n e r a l  p u bli c .  A n y  p u bli c  o r  p riv a t e  di s s e m in a tio n ,  di s trib utio n ,  c o p yin g ,  o r  t a kin g  o f  a n y  a c tio n  in  r e li a n c e  o n  th e  c o nt e nt s  o f  thi s  tr a n s m i s s io n ,  b y  s o m e o n e  oth e r  th a n  th e  int e n d e d

a d d r e s s e e  o r  it s  a uth o ri z e d  a g e nt i s  s tri ctly  p r o hibit e d .  If  y o u  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  thi s  tr a n s m i s s io n  in  e rr o r ,  pl e a s e  n otify  R a u bi  P e rilli  i m m e di a t e ly  b y  r e plyin g  to  thi s  tr a n s m i s s io n .
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P: 813-223-3888 

F: 813-228-6422 

E: EthanL@BLHTLaw.com

October 1, 2021 

VIA E-MAIL 

City Council Member John Dingfelder 
315 East Kennedy Boulevard 
City Hall, Third Floor  
Tampa, Florida 33602 
John.Dingfelder@tampagov.net 

Re: Public Records Request No. 2021-170 

Dear Mr. Dingfelder: 

As you are aware, on August 19, 2021, my office submitted a public records request 
to the City of Tampa (the “City”), attached as Exhibit A for reference. As a follow up to 
that request, we communicated with you about statements you made to Mr. Steve 
Michelini.  We expressed concern that an elected official would confront a member of the 
public regarding the reasons for making a public records request.  We have now, after those 
encounters, reviewed the records you ultimately produced.  Based on an examination of 
the records, your production appears to be incomplete.  Specifically, we have received only 
a partial response with limited production of e-mails and text messages in response to the 
detailed Public Records Request.   

For example, the Public Records Request specifically requested documents and 
communications by and between any employee, agent, or Council Member of the City and 
Lynn Marvin Dingfelder relating to 4465 and 4467 West Gandy Boulevard, Tampa, 
Florida, from January 1, 2019 to present. Although the partial response produced by the 
City yielded e-mails to lynntmd@mac.com, forwarded with a   emoticon, no e-mails 
were produced from the account of lynntmd@mac.com. The records request did not ask 
for just public records originating from a publicly held account.  It also sought any emails 
located on a private email account relating to City business.     

As we reminded you on September 2, 2021, documents and communications by 
and between City employees, Council Members, and other public servants are subject to 
production as public records. This includes e-mail communications and text messages with 
your family members regarding City business. It appears that my September 2, 2021 
warning did not generate complete compliance with Article I, section 24 of the Florida 
Constitution and Chapter 119 of the Florida Statutes.  

Exhibit D
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City Council Member John Dingfelder 
October 1, 2021 
Page 2 

Respectfully, we have been given you and your office a reasonable period of time 
to fully comply with the Public Records Request and Florida law. Accordingly, please 
consider this letter as pre-suit notice under Chapter 119 of the Florida Statutes, and 
a final demand, that you produce the requested records, including any e-mails or text 
messages concerning City business, to or from the email account maintained or 
possessed by Lynn Marvin Dingfelder, in their entirety, no later than October 8, 2021. 
As a long time elected official, we assume you are aware of the obligations of public 
officials regarding records relating to public busines.  The exact location of such records is 
immaterial.  If you or your executive aid sent records to a private email account, we 
rightfully expect that you will produce those records to us.  We are hopeful to avoid filing 
a suit to obtain your (and the City’s) compliance with Florida’s stringent public records 
laws; however, we are prepared to do so in the event that the Public Records Request is not 
fulfilled in its entirety.  

Thank you. 

For the Firm,  

BARTLETT LOEB  
HINDS & THOMPSON, P.A. 

By:   /s/ Ethan J. Loeb 
 Ethan J. Loeb 

cc: Martin Shelby, Esquire (Martin.Shelby@tampagov.net) 
Karencia L. Ciagala (Karencia.Ciagala@tampagov.net) 
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P: 813-223-3888 

F: 813-228-6422 

E: EthanL@BLHTLaw.com

August 19, 2021 

VIA E-MAIL 

Martin Shelby - Martin.Shelby@tampagov.net 
City Council Public Records Liaison 
City of Tampa 
315 East Kennedy Boulevard 
Tampa, Florida 33602 

Re:  Public Records Request 

Dear Mr. Shelby: 

In accordance with Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, I hereby request that you produce 
the below identified public records of any kind1, in their native format, including all meta-
data, related to:2 

1. All documents and communications by and between any employee, agent,
or Council Member of the City of Tampa and Lynn Marvin Dingfelder
related to or regarding 4465 and 4467 West Gandy Boulevard, Tampa,
Florida, including any application to rezone the property, from January 1,
2019 to present.

2. All documents and communications by and between any employee, agent,
or Council Member of the City of Tampa and Jean Strohlmeyer related to
or regarding 4465 and 4467 West Gandy Boulevard, Tampa, Florida,

1  Pursuant to Section 119.011(1), Florida Statutes, public records means all documents, papers, letters, maps, 
books, tapes, photographs, films, sound recordings or other material, regardless of physical form or 
characteristics, made or received pursuant to law or ordinance or in connection with the transaction of official 
business by any agency. 

2  This request seeks all “public records,” including “documents” and “communications” which as used 
herein shall mean and include any statement or utterance, whether written or oral, made by one person to 
another or in the presence of another, or any document delivered or sent from one person to another, 
including, but not limited to, notes, electronic messages, e-mails including attachments, voice mail messages, 
text messages, instant/direct messaging or IM, (e.g., iMessages, Slack messages, Skype Messenger, 
FaceBook Messenger, etc.), tweets, social media posts, information stored on web pages or web servers, and 
database records. 

EXHIBIT A
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Martin Shelby 
August 19, 2021 
Page 2 

including any application to rezone the property, from January 1, 2019 to 
present. 

3. All documents and communications by and between any employee, agent,
or Council Member of the City of Tampa and Stephanie Poyner related to
or regarding 4465 and 4467 West Gandy Boulevard, Tampa, Florida,
including any application to rezone the property, from January 1, 2019 to
present.

4. All documents and communications by and between any City of Tampa
City Council Members, or any of their staff or agents, related to or regarding
4465 and 4467 West Gandy Boulevard, Tampa, Florida, including any
application to rezone the property, from January 1, 2019 to present.

5. All documents and communications between John Dingfelder, or any of his
staff (including Cindy Sarff), and any person related to or regarding 4465
and 4467 West Gandy Boulevard, Tampa, Florida, including any
application to rezone the property, from January 1, 2019 to present.

6. All documents and communications between John Dingfelder, or any of his
staff (including Cindy Sarff), and any member of the news media related to
or regarding 4465 and 4467 West Gandy Boulevard, Tampa, Florida,
including any application to rezone the property, from January 1, 2019 to
present.

Please provide the requested documents to my office as soon as possible.  When 
replying, please also include my partner, Allison Doucette, at allisond@blhtlaw.com, and 
paralegal, Heather Wilfong at heatherw@blhtlaw.com.  If you need to charge for copying, 
please feel free to do so and forward the invoice along with the documents. 

Thank you. 

For the Firm,  

BARTLETT LOEB  
HINDS & THOMPSON, P.A. 

By:   /s/ Ethan J. Loeb 
 Ethan J. Loeb 

EJL/pjm 
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10/5/21, 3:56 PM Tampa development consultant says city councilman intimidated him over public records request - Tampa Bay Business Journal

https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/news/2021/10/05/stephen-michelini-john-dingfelder-public-records.html?s=print 1/4

CITY OF TAMPA

Tampa City Hall

Tampa development consultant
says city councilman intimidated
him over public records request
Oct 5, 2021, 2:50pm EDT

One of Tampa’s best-known
development consultants alleges a
city councilman intimidated him over
a public records request related to
plans to build apartments on the
81Bay Brewing Co. property on Gandy
Boulevard, according to a Sept. 2
letter from the consultant’s attorney
addressed to the councilman.

Stephen Michelini, whose Michelini
Consulting advises developers and
business owners on city processes from land use and zoning to
alcoholic beverage licenses, says that councilman John Dingfelder
approached him after an Aug. 19 public records request. The
request sought any communications between any city council
member or staffer and Dingfelder’s wife, Lynn Marvin Dingfelder,
regarding the rezoning application for the apartments on the 81Bay
site at 4465 and 4467 W. Gandy Blvd.

From the Tampa Bay Business Journal: 
https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/news/2021/10/05/stephen-
michelini-john-dingfelder-public-records.html

Exhibit E

https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/search/results?q=Stephen%20Michelini
https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/search/results?q=John%20Dingfelder
https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/search/results?q=Lynn%20Marvin%20Dingfelder
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10/5/21, 3:56 PM Tampa development consultant says city councilman intimidated him over public records request - Tampa Bay Business Journal

https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/news/2021/10/05/stephen-michelini-john-dingfelder-public-records.html?s=print 2/4

Michelini represents Tampa developer John Lum, whose List
Developers is pursuing the redevelopment of the 81Bay property.

Dingfelder says he did speak with Michelini about the public
records request, but he denies intimidating the consultant.

“I discussed the public records request, and I told Stephen I
thought it was extremely rude and intrusive to include my wife or
anybody’s wife in something like that,” Dingfelder said, “and I asked
him how he would feel if somebody included his wife in his
professional business.”

Dingfelder, an at-large councilman whose constituency is
comprised of the entire city, has challenged development in the
SOG area. Earlier this year, he proposed an apartment moratorium
for the SOG area, though the proposal was expanded after the city
attorney’s office ruled that such policies had to apply citywide.

Plans to redevelop the 81Bay Brewing property — which is also
home to Pirates and Pins, a popular bowling alley — have been
mired in controversy. In December, the brewery and bowling alley
filed a lawsuit that alleged that the way the property changed
hands was invalid and that the bowling alley had first right of
refusal under its lease with the prior ownership. That court case is
still open.

Residents in the area have organized to protest the 81Bay
redevelopment and other proposed developments in the South of
Gandy area, saying the area is overbuilt and doesn’t have the
infrastructure or public services to support the growth.

Lynn Dingfelder’s communications were requested due to “pure
suspicion based on what the client was communicating to us,” said
Ethan Loeb, an attorney who represents Michelini and Lum.

“He confronted me and said, ‘By the way, I don’t really appreciate
you and John [Lum] filing these requests for public records from
my wife. That’s personal,’” Michelini said of Dingfelder.

Michelin said Dingfelder continued by saying, "'and, you know, if it
happens again, I’m going to be really pissed.’" 

https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/search/results?q=John%20Lum
https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/search/results?q=Ethan%20Loeb
10/11/2021 10:21 AM Electronically Filed: Hillsborough County/13th Judicial Circuit Page 26



10/5/21, 3:56 PM Tampa development consultant says city councilman intimidated him over public records request - Tampa Bay Business Journal

https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/news/2021/10/05/stephen-michelini-john-dingfelder-public-records.html?s=print 3/4

But Dingfelder says the intimidation accusation is inaccurate and a
“legal tactic.”

“This is all about me standing up for the neighborhoods,” he said,
“and the development community, including Stephen Michelini,
don’t like it. They’re going to use this to intimidate me, and it won’t
work.”

A confrontation over a public records request can “have a chilling
effect,” said Virginia Hamrick, staff attorney at the Florida First
Amendment Foundation. Real estate developers and attorneys
frequently make public records requests as they’re navigating the
city approval process.

“It violates the spirit of the constitutional right of access,” Hamrick
said of a confrontation, “which gives the right to public records to
every person.”

Emails obtained by the Tampa Bay Business Journal show both
Dingfelder and legislative aide Cynthia Sarff forwarding emails to
Lynn Dingfelder’s personal email account. Asked if he is forwarding
the emails to respond to city business from his wife’s account,
Dingfelder said “absolutely not.”

“I went back and looked pursuant to the public records, and there
were a couple where people were saying positive things about me,”
Dingfelder said of his emails, “and I was sending those to her just
because she likes to see that sort of thing. She hears a lot of
negative out there, and sometimes I just like to share the positive
stuff with her.”

On Oct. 1, Loeb notified Dingfelder, city council attorney Martin
Shelby and public records coordinator Karencia Ciagala that the
city’s response to his public records request seeking Lynn
Dingfelder’s emails was incomplete.

“The records request did not ask for just public records originating
from a publicly held account,” he wrote. “It also sought any emails
located on a private email account relating to city business.”

Loeb’s letter says it serves as a pre-suit notice and requests the
records by Oct. 8. 

https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/search/results?q=Stephen%20Michelini
https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/search/results?q=Virginia%20Hamrick
https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/search/results?q=Cynthia%20Sarff
https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/search/results?q=Martin%20Shelby
https://www.bizjournals.com/tampabay/search/results?q=Karencia%20Ciagala
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“We are hopeful to avoid filing a suit to obtain your (and the city’s)
compliance with Florida’s public records laws; however, we are
prepared to do so in the event that the public records request is
not fulfilled in its entirety,” the letter states.

On Tuesday, Dingfelder reiterated his concerns about the SOG
development boom: It’s a life safety issue, he says, should a
catastrophic hurricane call for the evacuation of the SOG area.

“I felt it was extremely important to hold off and slow down on
adding more people,” he said.

Ashley Gurbal Kritzer
Real Estate Editor
Tampa Bay Business Journal
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