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March 6, 2019 

The Honorable Bobby Powell 
The Florida Senate 
404 South Monroe Street, Room 214 SOB 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100 
 
Re: SB 838 Exemption/Admission to Mental Health Facilities 
 
Dear Senator Powell: 
 
We are writing to express our concerns regarding SB 838, creating 
various public record exemptions for petitions for voluntary and 
involuntary admission for mental health treatment, court orders, and 
related records.   
 
There is a provision in the bill that allows access to the exempt records 
upon court order for good cause.  Of particular concern is the language 
on lines 59 – 62, which requires a person or entity receiving the exempt 
information to maintain its confidentiality.  This, we believe, is a prior 
restraint.  As a rule, government cannot control the downstream use of 
information lawfully obtained, so the requirement to maintain 
confidentiality is, in our opinion, unenforceable.  We respectfully 
suggest that SB 838 be amended to strike those lines. 
 
We appreciate your attention to our concerns, Senator Powell.  If you or 
your staff have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Barbara A. Petersen, President 
 
Cc:  The Honorable Lauren Book, Chair, Senate Children, Families, and 
Elder Affairs Committee 
 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
CAROL JEAN LOCICERO, CHAIRWOMAN 
Thomas & LoCicero 
JIM BALTZELLE, VICE CHAIRMAN 
Director Local Media, Southeast, 
The Associated Press 
FRANK DENTON, TREASURER 
Retired Editor, Florida Times-Union 
ANA-KLARA ANDERSON 
Counsel, NBC Sports – NBCUniversal Media 
FARHOOD BASIRI 
Co-Founder, Bellwether Software Development 
DICK BATCHELOR 
Founder and President, 
Dick Batchelor Management Group, Inc. 
MIKE DEESON 
Deeson Media 
TRIMMEL GOMES 
President, Gomes Media Strategies 
GARY GREEN 
Deputy News Editor and Digital Director, 
Innovation News Center 
THOMAS D. HALL 
President, TLH Consulting Group LLC 
AMY HOLLYFIELD 
Senior Deputy Editor- News, Tampa Bay Times 
CINDY McCURRY-ROSS 
Executive Editor & VP of Content, The News-Press  
SAMUEL J. MORLEY 
General Counsel, Florida Press Association  
MATT PARCELL 
News Director, Cox Media Group Orlando 
PATRICK RICE 
Editor, Daytona Beach News-Journal 
DEAN RIDINGS 
President & CEO, Intersect Media Solutions 
BOB SHAW 
Retired Editor, Orlando Sentinel  
CAITIE SWITALSKI 
Reporter, WLRN Public Media 
PETE WEITZEL 
Director Emeritus 
CHARLEY WILLIAMS 
Past State Board,  
League of Women Voters of Florida 
Director, Business Development, GEC 
DAVE WILSON 
Senior Editor, The Miami Herald 
 
      


