First Amendment
FOUNDATION

Protecting Your Right to Know Since 1985

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

CAROL JEAN LOCICERO, CHAIRWOMAN
Thomas & LoCicero

JIM BALTZELLE, VICE CHAIRMAN

Director Local Media, Southeast,

The Associated Press

FRANK DENTON, TREASURER

Retired Editor, Florida Times-Union
ANA-KLARA ANDERSON

Counsel, NBC Sports — NBCUniversal Media
FARHOOD BASIRI

Co-Founder, Bellwether Software Development
DICK BATCHELOR

Founder and President,

Dick Batchelor Management Group, Inc.
MIKE DEESON

Deeson Media

TRIMMEL GOMES

President, Gomes Media Strategies

GARY GREEN

Deputy News Editor and Digital Director,
Innovation News Center

THOMAS D. HALL

President, TLH Consulting Group LLC

AMY HOLLYFIELD

Senior Deputy Editor- News, Tampa Bay Times
CINDY McCURRY-ROSS

Executive Editor & VP of Content, The News-Press
SAMUEL J. MORLEY

General Counsel, Florida Press Association
MATT PARCELL

News Director, Cox Media Group Orlando
PATRICK RICE

Editor, Daytona Beach News-Journal

DEAN RIDINGS

President & CEO, Intersect Media Solutions
BOB SHAW

Retired Editor, Orlando Sentinel

CAITIE SWITALSKI

Reporter, WLRN Public Media

PETE WEITZEL

Director Emeritus

CHARLEY WILLIAMS

Past State Board,

League of Women Voters of Florida
Director, Business Development, GEC
DAVE WILSON

Senior Editor, The Miami Herald

April 9, 2019

The Honorable Bill Montford

The Florida Senate

404 South Monroe Street, Room 410 SOB
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100

Re: CS/SB 1622 Exemption/Foster Parents

Dear Senator Montford:

We are writing to express our strong opposition to CS/SB 1622, creating a
public record exemption for the names of foster parents.

Current law provides basic protections to foster parents and foster parent
applicants — where they live and work, where their children go to school,
their photographs, even the floor plans of their homes. SB 1622, as
originally drafted, expands the exemption to exempt the names of foster
parents and foster parent applicants. The bill was amended to stipulate
that the names of foster parents and foster parent applicants will be
subject to disclosure if charged with committing a crime against a foster
child in their care. Unfortunately, the amendment falls woefully short in
addressing our concerns and we remain opposed to the bill.

What about foster parents or foster parent applicants who commit a crime
against a child not in their care? Or who commit a crime that calls into their
suitability as a foster parent? We firmly believe that this exemption is not
only contrary to the public interest, it poses a serious threat to children in
the foster system. We ask again, Senator, that CS/SB 1622 be withdrawn
from further consideration.

Sincerely,

Barbara A. Petersen, President

Cc: The Honorable Ed Hooper, Chair, Senate Children, Families and Elder
Affairs Committee
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