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News Articles

In shadow of Trump tweets, Supreme Court outlines when officials can be sued for social media use
NBC News

By Lawrence Hurley

March 15, 2024


Former President Donald Trump’s frequent use of Twitter lurked in the background as the justices weighed whether an official’s online activities … Keep reading

Despite Marsy’s Law ruling, TPD won’t release information on officer involved in shooting
The Tallahassee Democrat

By Jeff Burlew

March 15, 2024
However, the Leon County Clerk of Court, relying on both the Marsy’s Law decision and guidance from the Florida Court Clerks & … Keep reading

Sine die done: Here are the winners and losers of the 2024 Florida Legislative Session
Florida Today

March 8, 2024
What flourished and what flopped at the end of the Sunshine State's annual 60-day legislative get-together.


Every legislative session is different, but one thing … Keep reading

DeSantis vetoes bill that would ban social media for kids in Florida, promotes new bill
Florida Today

By Douglas Soule

March 1, 2024
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis on Friday vetoed legislation that would have banned social media for minors younger than 16 and required age verification … Keep reading

Defamation reforms, alarming to news business, on verge of failure in FL Legislature
The Florida Pheonix

By Michael Moline

February 27, 2024
Sponsor: ‘There’s nothing to trade, nothing to negotiate on. President Passidomo is going to kill it.’
The House and Senate sponsors of … Keep reading

Separating Fact from Fiction on Florida’s Defamation Bills
The National Review

By Jim Schwartzel

February 27, 2024

Florida legislators have identified a real problem, but they are responding to it with bills that would harm free speech.

A pair of … Keep reading

Indictment of journalist raises serious First Amendment concerns
Freedom of the Press Foundation

By the Freedom of the Press Foundation Staff

February 22, 2024
Federal prosecutors in Florida have obtained a disturbing indictment against well-known … Keep reading

Fla. bill that would make it easier to sue media advances
Tampa Bay Times

By Lawrence Mower

February 22, 2024

TALLAHASSEE — A group of Christian broadcasters called it “deeply flawed.”

Conservative Florida radio host and former U.S. Rep. Trey … Keep reading

Newsmax Trashes Florida GOP Bills Targeting the ‘Liberal Media’
The Daily Beast

By Corbin Bolies

February 21, 2024

Newsmax has joined the legions of conservative media outlets and figures who have trashed a pair of Florida GOP bills that ostensibly aim to … Keep reading

Florida defamation bill heads to House floor despite conservative opposition
Orlando Sentinel

By Steven Lemongello

February 21, 2024

Despite growing pressure from conservatives, the Florida House is poised to take up a bill that would make it easier for public … Keep reading

Stephen Miller, longtime Trump adviser, comes out hard against Florida defamation bill
Tallahassee Democrat

By Doug Soule

February 21, 2024
Longtime Donald Trump adviser Stephen Miller came out swinging Wednesday against Florida legislation that would, among other things, make it … Keep reading

Will Florida Become a ‘Libel Tourism Destination’ — and Bury Conservative Media?
Hot Air

By Ed Morrisey

February 20, 2024

Florida Republicans want to change defamation laws in the state to hold mainstream-media outlets more accountable for fake news. They might instead … Keep reading

FARRIS: Florida’s GOP-Backed Defamation Bill Would Backfire On The Little Guy
Daily Caller

By Michael Farris

February 19, 2024

Conservatives have a legitimate concern about media bias — especially as administered by the social media giants. Suppression of conservative … Keep reading

Florida’s Right to Rock Act would be a double-edged sword. We can live without it | Opinion
Miami Herald

Miami Herald Editorial Board

2/13/2024

The Right to Rock Act advancing in the Florida Legislature aims to address another issue realted to our still-simmering culture wars — a … Keep reading

Why Florida’s proposed libel laws undermine conservative principles
Florida Politics

Drew Steel

02/13/2024
'Florida has led the way in defending freedom of conscience and expanding educational choice. It would be a mistake to stand liberty on its head in a … Keep reading

OPINION: Florida’s revised defamation bill attacks constitution and conservative media
The Naples Press

Trey Radel

01/19/2024

Florida Republican lawmakers are once again on the attack against liberal mainstream media. Their goal is to pass a new bill making it easier to sue … Keep reading

Questions, worries fly after Florida journalist’s home raided by FBI for Kanye West video
Tallahassee Democrat

Douglas Soule

01/05/2024
In May 2023, the FBI raided the home of a Florida journalist who published an unedited Fox News video of the rapper Ye, formerly known as Kanye … Keep reading

Orange school district pulls 673 books from teachers’ classroom shelves
Orlando Sentinel

Leslie Postal

12/20/2023

A total of 673 books, from classics to best-sellers, have been removed from Orange County classrooms this year for fear they violate new state rules … Keep reading

Florida lawmaker wants to make it easier for public figures to win defamation lawsuits
Pensacola News Journal

Jim Little

12/08/2023
Florida Rep. Alex Andrade is bringing back a "pared down" version of a bill that makes it easier for public figures to win defamation … Keep reading

‘That’s authoritarianism’: Florida argues school libraries are for government messaging
Florida Today

Doug Soule

12/04/2023
Florida’s government is arguing that school districts have a First Amendment right to remove LGBTQ books.
Or any book, for that matter.
It’s a contention … Keep reading

Florida Supreme Court says Marsy’s Law does not shield identities of officers who used lethal force
WFLA

Rachel Tucker

11/30/2023

TAMPA, Fla. (WFLA) — A Florida law granting certain rights to crime victims does not apply to the Tallahassee police officers whose identities were concealed … Keep reading

DeSantis Settles Free Speech Lawsuit Over Activist’s Press Event Ban
Miami New Times

Naomi Feinstein

11/28/2023

Gov. Ron DeSantis' office has settled a federal lawsuit brought by activist Thomas Kennedy, who alleged his civil rights were violated when he was … Keep reading

Washington Post lawsuit challenges Florida law shielding DeSantis travel records
Politico

By Gary Fineout

11/17/2023
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — A Florida law blocking Gov. Ron DeSantis’ publicly funded travel records from the public is unconstitutional and the state should be … Keep reading

Supreme Court says Florida can’t enforce anti-drag law
CNN politics

By Ariane de Vogue and Devan Cole

11/16/2023
The Florida law that limits drag shows in the state will remain blocked, the Supreme Court said Thursday, dealing a blow to a key … Keep reading

Lawmaker, DeSantis’ call to expel pro-Hamas protesters pits safety and free speech
USA Today Network

By Douglas Soule and Eric Rogers

10/13/2023
As Israel-Hamas war protests wage across Florida college campuses, safety concerns are mixing with ones about free speech … Keep reading

RIGHTS ORGS, BROADCASTERS DEMAND INFO ON FBI RAID OF JOURNALIST’S HOME
First Amendment Foundation

10/04/2023

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


An FBI raid on the home newsroom of Florida journalist Tim Burke in May prompted over 50 organizations to send a letter to the … Keep reading

Censorship or rules of order? Resident’s comments cut off at meeting by county councilman (FULL ARTICLE)
USA Today Network

By Sheldon Gardner

9/27/2023











Lindsay Pate of Ormond Beach was fired up about the prospect of a huge fuel terminal being built just outside her city. She … Keep reading

JOURNALISTS FIGHT BACK AGAINST ATTACKS ON OUR RIGHT TO KNOW
Popular Resistance

By Margaret Flowers

9/25/2023
Information control in the United States is growing stronger as journalists face more restrictions on their ability to speak with people who … Keep reading

PAT ROBERTS, PRESIDENT OF THE FLORIDA ASSOCIATION OF BROADCASTERS AND A FRIEND AND SUPPORTER  OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT FOUNDATION, SHARES HIS MEMORIES OF LUCY MORGAN, WHO RECENTLY PASSED AWAY.
If you ask anybody in Tallahassee for their opinion about the most respected reporter in Florida over the last 40 years, there would be no debate: Lucy Morgan stood above all others.
She was a force … Keep reading
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