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August	29,	2017	

	
The	Honorable	Richard	Corcoran,	Speaker	
Florida	House	of	Representatives	
420	The	Capitol	
402	South	Monroe	Street		
Tallahassee,	FL	32399-1300	
	
Dear	Mr.	Speaker:	
	
We	read	with	great	interest	your	comments	in	the	Orlando	Sentinel	
regarding	the	need	for	transparency	and	accountability	for	tourism	
development	organizations	spending	tax	dollars	to	promote	the	interests	
of	local	communities.	
	
We	agree	with	your	statements,	Mr.	Speaker,	and	offer	our	support	for	
your	efforts	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians	in	ensuring	that	these	
organizations	operate	in	the	sunshine	and	remain	accountable.	
	
The	First	Amendment	Foundation	believes	that	all	expenditures	of	tax	
dollars	should	be	public,	and	that	all	decisions	concerning	how	and	why	
that	money	is	spent	should	also	be	open	to	public	scrutiny.	We	expect	
that	your	call	for	accountability	here	--	which	we	support	--	will	also	be	
reflected	during	the	2018	Legislature's	appropriations	process.	
	
If	we	can	be	of	any	assistance	in	this	regard,	please	don’t	hesitate	to	
contact	us.		And	again,	thank	you	for	your	strong	stand	and	continuing	
support	of	transparency	and	accountability.	
	
Sincerely,	

 
Barbara	A.	Petersen,	President	

	

BOARD	OF	TRUSTEES	
	
CAROL	JEAN	LOCICERO,	CHAIRWOMAN	
Thomas	&	LoCicero	
JIM	BALTZELLE,	VICE	CHAIRMAN	
Director	of	Digital	Media,	Southeast,	
The	Associated	Press	
FRANK	DENTON,	TREASURER	
Editor,	Florida	Times-Union	
JON	KANEY,	GENERAL	COUNSEL	
Kaney	&	Olivari	
DICK	BATCHELOR	
Founder	and	President,	
Dick	Batchelor	Management	Group,	Inc.	
MIKE	DEESON	
Deeson	Media	
SKIP	FOSTER	
President	&	Publisher,	Tallahassee	Media	Group	
GARY	GREEN	
Deputy	News	Editor	and	Digital	Director,	
Innovation	News	Center	
CINDY	McCURRY-ROSS	
Executive	Editor	&	VP	of	Content,	The	News-Press		
SAMUEL	J.	MORLEY	
General	Counsel,	Florida	Press	Association		
TIM	NICKENS	
Editor	of	Editorials,	Tampa	Bay	Times	
PATRICK	RICE	
Editor,	Daytona	Beach	News-Journal	
DEAN	RIDINGS	
President	&	CEO,	Intersect	Media	Solutions	
APRIL	SALTER	
President	&	Chief	Operating	Officer,	
Salter	Mitchell	
BOB	SHAW	
Retired	Editor	
PETE	WEITZEL	
Director	Emeritus	
CHARLEY	WILLIAMS	
Past	State	Board,		
League	of	Women	Voters	of	Florida	
Director,	Business	Development,	GEC	
DAVE	WILSON	
Senior	Editor,	The	Miami	Herald	
	

	

	


